A JOURNEY THROUGH THE DECADES
(A bricf history of Crose Ruade Buptist Churoh)

e &faﬁef% brick charch with its white J’fw/ﬂ/e /‘aaoé/}(// heavenward can ea‘f/@ be .s;ﬂaﬁa{ a short distance frﬂ/r( the oross roads 0/
tiphway 135 and Jameson Road, The theation gives the church a rightful name - Cross Koads Buptist Charch, At the drive s entrance,
a monument states that the churok was ﬁm{%/ e 7798,

Cross Roads was first orpanised by Kev. Lhrathan Davis, a primeer missimary from Chathan County, NC, o continued to work ix
Flokens County and died ix 7828 white pastor of this church, tfe was buried ix Grffic Charch Cemetory,  This information comes to as
fﬁﬂ/r( the ?/“/ﬁf/}( Charoh é/&lfoﬁy.

The first known lnd grant for the buitliing of a meeting house 'was given by Needhan Freeman to Withan Hunt and Ueptha Freeman who
were chosen commissimers for Cross Koads Baptist Church,  The Cross Ruads Baptist /”wf/}gz House was built on the Chree acres of lard
around one of the three head branches of Dodys Creef,  This information was recordod i the Perdloton District, Obtober 24, 187% and
i o e i the Sputh Carolina Department of Archives and Hictory ix Columbia, SC.

The church records /‘ef/wt Iféfa«//é a deed ffm John Fa/(//ai " A«}«J’f 7875 aoreage /«ﬁoéa.m/ 0‘0/‘ a total af £78,00 fw‘
6 7/2' acres af lund on which the charch s booated loday.

Maf é%&a/{a/ ffm 7798 when Lbpathan Davis 0/7&/{/240{ the charch to the /a//a@@ 0f the f/}ﬂs’lf chureh ia//z//}(,g we have 1o record,

In our earllest records beginning as early as 1838, the church was referred to as Cross Koads Charch of Christ,  During the years
from 7838 to 1868 owr records reflect these ministers: Brother Burrows, Tyre L. Rper, . Fowetl] [homas Logper, T.K. Gury and
W B Sigleton,

ln 1872, a petition was sent o the legislature o ircorporate Cross Koads Baptist Charch giving her regatation of her own

affains, In 7874 the bylaus of the church were adipled and a church comed! was qppointed b be ix charge of internal offais.

I 1896, 1/2 acre of laud was cloared for burial groumd and @ committee negotiated to buy lnd adjoinig the charch property for 870,00
per acre, Ministers f/‘m 7869 - 7902 were: Withan B, 3@/&&7/{, S, Powell] Thomas /oqae/‘, LT Stone, D.C Freeman, £
Mellivar, L.C. tolts, Joseph Logper, W.L. Arderson, W.C. Sebown and Lem Freeman

Focords were list f/‘m /4«4@«4’5 7899 ¢ /%ﬂ 7902 The f/hn‘ 5@0&‘/&/’(«/ /ozm/ was constructed iy the members i 7909,
Kocords mf/wb‘w{ Uhei pride as stated We now have a nice /@M‘/&m/ /am/ "

ln 7970 Fublton Chitdress was licensed to /maoé wnd was ordained at Cross Foads in 7972, Ho was elocted as pastor af Lhis churoh fw‘
the fiwst tine ix 7975, The following served as pastors from 7902 - 7927 Len Freeman, B, L. Grandy,
T L Astmore, D W tiott, F.S, Chitiess, (£, MeDavid T L Withs and T £ fw/&

ln 7922 the smalll frame church stood ix what i now the mai parking area. From that year to 1943 interesting growth took

place. January 7924 the church voted to bultl a new charch buitiing, n December 7925 the new bitiing was dedivated and note of the
debt was burned at the service, [he ministers a/w‘/}(}/ the /W-/ﬂa/ 7922 - 7940 were: DWW, I%Iff, AL z%a/afaf BN /1[%/(/(, JA
Arderson and .S, Childress,

/M/(f/}(aea/ on next page /
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During the period of 1943 - 7960 Cross Koads continaed to grow, ln 7944 Rev. .S, Chiliress was etocted to an wn-expiving term and
the regutar yearly etection was discontivued, T he first parsonage was butt in 1947 for the cost of 83,845.87, Kev. KD, Gregy was
the fist full-tine pastor begimming ix 1947 with a salary of £35,00 per week, [t was during Kov. Gregg s miistry that the first Bitte
Setaol was held in the summer of 7948, In 7950 Unckre Freeman dedicated her //fe to mission work, Jackre served ix fd/‘q}/( MISSIONS I
France along with her hushard] Gene Piillps. [x 7956 a new gas funace was instatled i the charoh and the newt year a new entrance
lo the chureh was constructed,  [he ministers duing the perivd of 1943 - 7960 were: Fulbon S Chitiress, D Gregy,

0, Jeffooat, N.J. Kinbrel] W.L. Freemar, Ur. and George Case,

The period from 7960 - 7967 began with plans for a rew parsomage to b bult across //beémy 735 from the charch at an

approvinate cost of 820,000.00. Down throuph the years, as the need arose, M. ok Firey and Mr. Jin Fendley docded adlitional
lands 0o be ased for makig The cemelery adequate, Chureh records were mierofitned at Furman %{/}»@m’/? in 7966 and the next year
Chureh [rastees were elocted,  The budget for Cross Koads Charch was §77,452.72 for 7965, During the period of 7963 - 7967 the
[folbowing pastors were at Cross Koads: \éfw/;@e Case, Jobn Lookaby and Dr, S Jones, Interin, Begimming in 7968 - 7975 major
renovalions for the church buldig begar. New wirdows were instatled] the steeple and cedliyg were repuived, new pews, funiture wnd

carpet were purohased and the la//aﬂ}(// was M/rr/ﬂ/afaé/ ar conditioned,
Masic continued to b an integral part of Cross Kuads. Ix February 7970, Lyan Lowery becane the fivst pail " choie diector o was
foltowed ix 71972 by Aban Kuies. 1t was during Aban s years of service that the first grand pians was purchased. n 7974,

Truett Brock became Chair Divector, (x March af 7982 Diek %fz@&’ became Char Divector wtil June @Z 2003, feoln

ameson served as Interin Choie Director ffaﬂ( June af 2003 ts ﬁlzg/mf af 2005, From ﬁa/«&’f af 2005 wtid c&{y af 2008

Dr. Chris Matthews was the Minister of Maste,

During the perisd around 7970-7972 the finst bus was purchased and the first Childrens Church was organiszed. Brace Kpgins was ite
finst director.
Aetive deacons and church come ydated the by-taws wnd the Constitution, The first honorary deacons were desipnated, They were
Mr. oy Copetl] Mr. Jin Fendley, Mr #e/(/y Jomes, M. Matthew Logper and M. Delwar Withians, Fastors during the period of
7968 - 7975 were: John /w/gzz/% D, SH Jues, tnterin, J.C. Burrell] Coman Brown, luterin ard Joe ﬁwﬂ(aﬁ, p«r/}g/ the period
from 7975 - 2003 the following have served as pastors; Rev. Joe Gurdner, Kov, Jokn [ollicon, luterin, Rev. Frank Bares,

Koo, David Arderson (Interin), Reo. Rlohard Spearman, Fastor Tom Jones (Interin).

e 7999 the new Chitien 5«//06/4// was am//afm{,

In /%f of 2000 Cross Koads Baptist Church tost it sanctuary with the attached education buitiing to a five that was later delermined
started ix the basement of the church, Due to the efforts of the local Dacusoitle Voluntoer Fire Department the Felloushp Buitiing and
the Chiltlren s Butllip were saved, Udaunted, the membershp moved Sunday servives to the Felloushp Buitiing and a mobite. home was
moved onts the property lo hel with Suday Sehoot ctusses for the adubls.

In December of 2002 the new Suetuary was completed and the first servive was held, ln November of 2003 the churoh membershp
called Pastor Mark B, Ford to serve as our pastor, lx May of 2004 we celebrated owe homecoming by burninp the mortpage note that
was /Mliz’ V4 fa//f

As we reftoct on the dreans ard efforts of our forefathers, we car see that (t was their determination, perception and faith that tuid the
foundation for reacting out to the community aromd us, Cross Roads has come a lg way but ahead there are many possibiities -
challenges for every one of as as we contivae o fulfill the great commission that Jesus commanded as to db,




